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German Jewry, including the celebrated Dr. Nathan of
Berlin, were present there. I reiterated to them substan-
tially what I told the Jewish delegation in St. Petersburg.
In this case Dr. Nathan played Vinaver's part. From
Frankfort I went to Paris, where I had a conference with a
number of prominent French Jews. I repeated to them the
views which I had previously offered to their Russian and
German co-religionists. The French Jews assured me that
they agreed with me but that they were helpless to influence
the Russian Jewry. At present, I think the Jews see clearly
who was right, I or their tactless, to speak mildly, coun-
sellors.
When Stolypin assumed power, narrow nationalism was
predominant in the Court circles. Accordingly, he decided
that it would be advantageous for him to adopt a policy of
persecuting all the Russian subjects of non-Russian stock,
i.e., one-third of the entire population of the Empire (about
60,000,000). New anti-Jewish restrictions followed. On
September 16, 1908, His Majesty confirmed a bill drafted
by the Council of Ministers "about the percentage of per-
sons of Jewish faith admitted to educational institutions."
This measure, being of a legislative character, should have
passed through the Duma and the Imperial Council, but all
that time Stolypin treated the Duma not as a legislative
body but as a bureaucratic office subordinate to the Minister
of the Interior. This act was the first shot in Stolypin's
war against the Jews.
It is noteworthy that during my premiership the question
of the percentage of Jewish students was raised by the
Minister of Education, Count Tolstoy, but his purpose w#s
to remove the measures which restricted the educational
opportunities of the Jews. Count Tolstoy laid before the
Council of Ministers a bill for the abolition of these restric-
tions. He argued from the premise, which to my mind is
perfectly correct, that the most natural solution of the